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Detroit, Michigan
May 31, 2012
About 3:14 p.m.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Good afternoon to everyone.

AUDIENCE: Good afternoon.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Good afternoon. I know the
sun is not shinning today, but it's still a good day,
so good afternoon to everyone.

AUDIENCE: Good afternoon.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Okay, okay. Let me welcome
you to the Board of Police Commissioners Meeting dated
Thursday, May 31st, 2012. My name is Commissioner
Donnell White. I have the pleasure of serving as
Chairman for the Board of Police Commilissioners.

Today I'm not joined with my colleagues, but
I am joined with Mr. George Anthony, Secretary to the
Board of Police Commissioners. I'll ask Mr. Secretary
1f he could introduce our staff for the record.

MR. SECRETARY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. George
Anthony for the record. Present we have Ms. Celia
Banks Washington our Attorney to the Board, Lieutenant
Sizemore who 1s representing Dalph Watson from Police
Personnel, Lieutenant Timothy Leach who is the Acting
Chief Investigator at the Office of the Chief

Investigator, Mr. Robert Brown our Officer Manager
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standing in the back, Sergeant Alan Quinn who is
recording our proceeding, and Ms. Elizabeth Koller from
Hanson Court Reporting Service. That completes the
introduction, sir.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Secretary. I
would like to note the presence of Deputy Chief
Benjamin Lee from the Office of the Chief. Thank you
for being with us today.

D.C. LEE: Good to be here.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: At this time we would ask if
Chaplain Reginald Best would come forward with our
invocation, please.

CHAPLAIN BEST: Let us pray. Father God in
Heaven, we approach your thrown with goodness, grace,
and mercy. Dear Lord, we're asking a special prayer on
behalf of our City. Lord, we ask for a spirit of peace
and calmness within our City. Lord, we're asking for
prayers on behalf of our Chief of Police and our Board
of Commissioners.

Father, give them the wisdom that they need
in order to battle the enemy of violence in our City
right now. Father, we're asking a special blessing
upon this meetings that everything that will be done
will be done in way that will bring peace and harmony

into our great City.
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Father, this is our prayer. In you son's
name, Jesus, we pray. Amen.

AUDIENCE: Amen.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Thank you, Chaplin. At this
time due to the fact that we do not have a quorum we
will table the approval of our agenda today. We will
also table the approval of our minutes dated for
Thursday, May 24th, and we move onto our Officers
Report. There is no formal Chairperson's Report today.

And I'll ask for our Secretary's Report at
this time, Mr. Secretary.

MR. SECRETARY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. The
Secretary's Report regarding citizens complaints
received during the month of March 2012. The monthly
count of complaints for 2012, April there were 90 for
2012 and for 2011 that compares to 138, so there was a
35 percent decrease in complaints for April of 2012.

Year-to-date through the end of April, 422
complaints have been received compared to last year 479
complaints, a 12 percent decrease. At the end of
April 2012 the Office of the Chief Investigator had
open investigations 389, cases filed 422, cases closed
729.

Of the 90 cases filed 37 percent involved

unknown officers. The alleged known units involved
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leading in complaints filed in April 2012 were the
Eastern District at nine percent, Northeastern District
at nine percent, 10th Precinct at seven precinct, and
the Southwestern District at seven percent.

Of the 90 cases filed in April 2012, they
involve 136 allegations where the leading area of
concern were demeanor 30 percent, procedure 30 percent,
force 10 percent, and service 10 percent. That
concludes the Secretary's Report, sir.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

At this time I believe we were prepared to have a
report from the Office of the Chief Investigator.
We'll have that report at this time.

LIEUTENANT LEACH: Good afternoon.

Lieutenant Leach, Office of the Chief Investigator. On
February 24th, 2012, there were 591 active cases, 348
over 90. We got into a consent judgement, a court
order to be able to work on our back log cases, so I'm
just giving an updated report. As of May 31lst we went
from 591 active cases to 306, and from 348 cases over
90 to 115.

So this is letting you guys know that we're
really working diligently on our cases, working real
hard. And I'm just going to feed off of what the

Secretary of the Board just said as far as incoming
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cases.

We received 132 cases in March, we received
90 cases in April, and an additional 108 cases in May,
which was 330 cases within three months. So for us to
have 591 cases in February, receive an additional 330
cases as of date and we have active cases 306, it shows
you that your investigators are on their jobs and doing
their jobs.

So I just wanted to commend the Office of the
Chief Investigator Investigators on the job well done
with the leadership of Ms. Washington and George
Anthony. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Lieutenant, if you
could, one question before you take your seat. So if
I'm reading this reported correctly as of May 31
there's still 115 cases in backlog?

LIEUTENANT LEACH: Exactly.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: What is our projected
timeline if we continue to move at this aggressive
pace? And again I applaud the Office of the Chief
Investigator for getting us to this point, but when
will we see a substantial reduction beyond this 1157?

LIEUTENANT LEACH: June, we have it set up
for June 30th to be at 39 case in backlog and by

July 18 zero cases in backlog. One approach that we've
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been doing is we've been having weekly meetings every
week with every investigator. So now the supervisors
know exactly where the investigators are within their
reports. Myself and Ms. Washington sit down every week
and go over the reports in detail. So by doing that we
can come to a conclusion of who needs to be
investigated and who should not be investigated.

So it's kind of a team effort and that's why
it's speeding up, along with assistance of the Chief of
Police who had us be able to receive six officers from,
you know, the personnel to be able to go and canvas and
run around and get paperwork and stuff for us. So as a
team effort it's been working real good.

So hopefully, I won't say hopefully, by
July 18th we'll have zero cases under 90.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Okay. Thank you.

LIEUTENANT LEACH: Any other questions?

CHAIRMAN WHITE: No.

LIEUTENANT LEACH: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: And, again, this Body
certainly thanks Lieutenant Leach for your leadership
serving in the capacity as Acting Chief Investigator 1is
helping us get to this point. And certainly the
leadership of Attorney to the Board, Ms. Celia Banks

Washington, and Secretary to the Board, Mr. George
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Anthony.
I know it's been all hands on deck effort to
get us to this point. We're certainly appreciative of

the progress and I'm sure Judge Cook will be as well
when we arrive at the July date of zero cases in
backlog.

So please convey our accolades and our
commendations to our troops in the Office of the Chief
Investigator and urge them to continue to keep the nose
to the grind. So thank you again.

LIEUTENANT LEACH: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: At this time we will have a
report from the Office of the Chief. Deputy Chief?

D.C. LEE: We have no report other than all
the staff, you can see I'm the only one here today, the
staff is coming back from Lansing for a meeting they
had there. I have Sergeant Brian Harris from my office
with me today. We have no report.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Thank you, Deputy Chief.
There are no Standing Committee Reports before us or
New Business or 0Old Business. So under Announcements,
please be mindful the next Board of Police
Commissioners Meeting will be held Thursday, June 7th,
at 3:00 p.m. at the Central District, 7310 -- is that a

Tigers Game?

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 00




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

5/31/2012

Page 10
MR. SECRETARY: Yes.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: 3:00 p.m. at the Central
District to help accommodate with the parking since the
Tigers will have a home game that day during that time
period. So be mindful the next meeting will be
3:00 p.m., June 7th at Central District which is
located at 7310 Woodward Avenue.

At this time in our meeting we would like to
hear from our audience for our oral communications. If
you wish to address the Board of Police Commissioners
we would ask that you would come forward, please
clearly state your first and last name, for the benefit
of the record, please spell your name so we can have an
accurate account and also please be mindful of the
two-minute allotted time period which will be shown by
Mr. Brown our Officer Manager to my right and your
left.

MR. MELVILLE: Good afternoon, sir. Joseph
Melville, from Westside Impound, Inc., and from
Melville's Towing. I approached the Board last week
and asked permission to move two current authorized
towers into my two vacant yards on the Westside of
Detroit and this week the Board said they would have an
answer for me if they're going to allow tow companies

to move from yard to yard.
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I have my applications with me. I just
wasn't sure if the Board of Police Commissioners 1S
going to authorize this or not. I can go into details,
but that was my main gquestion.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: And I want to ask for an
update because I do believe Commander Serda who may be
at training this week was to give us a report back on
that. Deputy Chief, do you have any information on
that regard?

D.C. LEE: No, I do have I think a memo,
through the Chair, to the Board of Police Commissioners
with gquestions and that's the only information that I
do have with me today.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Do you have copies of that,
Deputy Chief? And I apologize, Mr. Melville, give me
one second. This 1s my first time seeing this
communication here. I don't want to belabor this
point. There's a lot of information here and since we
just received this today my colleagues have not had an
opportunity to look at this either.

So with no formal report back from our
office, particularly the Office of Management Services
Bureau, if you would allow us an opportunity to digest
this information so that we can communicate with you

more appropriately as to what the next steps are, what
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the Department has deemed possible for you, and if
there's a need for this body to intervene.

So I don't believe it would be within our
prerogative to answer that question for you. I do
believe that's a function of the Department. But if
there's an issue that's where we will come in at that
point.

MR. MELVILLE: I appreciate that. My concern
is I'm on a timeline. Either I'm going to submit two
applications to the City of Detroit for towing
contracts or I'm going to move two companies current
onto my properties.

My concern is it seems like there might be
favoritism since some of these companies that were
moved were owned by ex-police officers. And just the
appearance, I mean, don't look good. I mean, if you're
going to allow one company to do it, you must allow all
companies to do 1it.

Like I said, I'm not asking for favors,
special favors, favoritism. I'm just saying 1f you're

allowing certain companies to move then I'm asking for

permission to do the same. I'm not asking for nothing
extra. No extra districts, no extra tows, so on and so
forth.

I'm just saying if you allow the ex-police
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officers to do this, then you must allow me to do this.
And this is my concern.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: It would be our position
that there absolutely should be no favoritism shown.

MR. MELVILLE: But there has been since 2001.
I mean, I've been in front of Public Corruption Task
Force.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: I understand.
Unfortunately, I can't speak for 2001. But since my
presence on this Board in 2010 that has not been the
case and you can fully expect that with just a few
short years left, the remainder of my tenure on the
Body you won't see that favoritism showing.

MR. MELVILLE: I appreciate that, sir.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: If we can get to the bottom
of this issue, and again, we will move as aggressively
as possible to make sure we have the best answers as
possible and you should not expect to see any
favoritism anywhere in this process.

MR. MELVILLE: I appreciate that. So 1s it
possible to have an answer by next week so I know if
I'm going to submit the applications or?

COMMISSIONER WHITE: I'm going to ask if --
we'll get this to my colleagues and if you haven't had

a communication from Management Services Bureau, I
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believe that's where you started your conversation?

MR. MELVILLE: Yes, last year.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Right. I'm going to ask if
Deputy Chief could step in. Chief, I'm not sure what
communication would be next to an individual who was
looking at moving a location because in the past that
is not something this body would okay or deny. So I'm
assuming there's a communication needed from that
department.

D.C. LEE: Yes, through the Chair, he would
have to submit his application, the initial application
or request to move a tow company to Management Services
Bureau.

MR. MELVILLE: Thank you, sir. I'll do that
this week. Thank you so much.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Good afternoon.

MR. ALLEN: Good afternoon. Leon Allen,
L-E-O-N A-L-L-E-N. Good afternoon, gentleman. I come
before you today to express a little outrage and
concern about the manner in which I was treated by
several Detroit Police Officers on Tuesday, May 29th,
2012 after a traffic stop on Gratiot and Seven Mile in
Detroit.

After I was stopped by two Detroit Police

Officers for failure to stop at a red light I sided my
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vehicle into Officer Richardson of the Eastern
District, approached my vehicle and asked for my
vehicle information. I explained to the Officer that I
had to take off my seatbelt and get my wallet and go
into my glove compartment. I did want to be shot for
trying to do either.

Officer Richardson became very irritated with
my statement. After Officer Richardson gave me the
ticket I threw it in my passenger seat and pulled off.
At this point the harassment started. Both officers
returned to their vehicles and raced down Gratiot at a
high rate of speed without their emergency lights or
siren on.

Once they got behind or got close to my
vehicle they turned on their lights as if to pull me
over again. Which I did not understand because I had
not violated any other traffic laws. As I went to pull
over with the police vehicle behind me, the lights on
the vehicle went off. So I pulled off again.

This went on for about eight blocks. Then
the Officers pulled along side me as I was parking in
front of the Eastern District, and the Officer in the
passenger seat gave me the middle finger. At this
point I went into the Eastern District and picked up

one of the telephones in the outer area where operate
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number five took my call.

I explained to her the situation and that I
wanted to file a formal complaint. She told me that I
needed to go into the actual police station to do so.

I told her I could not get in because they were in
virtual mode. She told me to hang up and stand by,
that she would call the precinct.

A Sergeant Green opened the door and asked me
what was the problem? When I told him I wanted to file
a formal complaint against two police officers,
Sergeant Green disposition was as if I was wasting his
time. He asked me what was the problem? And I stated
to him, how are you going to take a formal complaint
without anything to document what my complaint is?

At this point there was a verbal exchange
between myself and Sergeant Green when I finally said I
will go to police headquarters to file this complaint
if necessary and turned and walked away.

Sergeant Green then stated he would take my
complaint. He led me back to an office where he began
to take my complaint. Three minutes into taking my
complaint two other Sergeants, Sergeant Faulkner and a
Caucasian female Sergeant, with blonde curly hair came
into the office. Sergeant Faulkner turned on the

television set and turned the volume up very loud
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making it difficult for Sergeant Green to take my
complaint.

Also both of these Sergeants started trying
to intimidate me by making comments about my complaint
and staring at me as if I was beneath them. Once the
complaint was finished I asked Sergeant Green could
either he or the other two Sergeants tell me when was
the next Police Commission Board Meeting.

The female Sergeant stated that that's not
part of my job to tell you when these meetings are so
you can waste somebody else's time with this, and if
you want to know when the next meeting is then Google
it. At that point I got up and left the station.

Even though this 1s a small and minor example
of police intimidation and harassment and abuse of
authority I do not blame the patrol officers completely
for their actions because clearly they're only
following the examples of their direct supervisors and
leadership.

And as a citizen who pays his taxes, an Army
Veteran, a man that works, been working at the same job
for twenty years, this is one of the reasons why me and
my wife have sold our house and left the City of
Detroit.

Every black man and excuse me I'm not trying
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to make it a racial issue is not a criminal. I work
for a living. I have put three kids through college.
One of them is an air traffic controller for the United
States Navy. The other one just came back from Arizona
to get a job in Detroit Public School System. Now I'm
trying to persuade her to go back to Arizona.

This is why people are leaving the City. And
I can understand that we have a lot of other issues,
but it starts with our police force. No citizen should
be treated in the manner in which I was treated
seriously, and to me that's totally unacceptable. So I
thank you gentlemen for your time.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you, Mr. Allen.
Let me say before you leave we certainly do not condone
that type of behavior within the Detroit Police
Department. We thank you, for one, having the courage
to come forward, two, your thoroughness in your report
that you were able to share the details of what has
transpired.

You have our commitment that we will
certainly look into this issue. There are a number of
issues that you have raised which is the function of
this Body is to serve into looking at those types of
matters from the Office of the Chief Investigator.

One, I would like you to see Lieutenant
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Timothy Leach before you leave so he can inform you of
that process if you wish to pursue that as a method of
filing a formal complaint so that our investigators can
look into this more thoroughly for you.

And if there are improprieties into how these
Officers have acted proper action will be taken. Two,
certainly Deputy Chief may want to address you, as
well.

D.C. LEE: Yes, sir. Thank you for coming
forward. Likewise, I don't condone what has happened.
You took the proper steps to do what you needed to do
and in order to make your complaint known.

We will let that take its course and whatever
actions we need to take be it warranted then we will
take that action. Our stations have cameras.

Hopefully the car that was used on that particular day,
I didn't get the day this happened.

MR. ALLEN: May 29, this past Tuesday, sir.

D.C. LEE: That information is available from
the car as well. We Jjust equipped I want to say almost
90 percent of our precincts, well, all of our precincts
with working cameras and working cars. We just had a
meeting last weeks about cars on the streets and cars
that have cameras.

So in an incident such as this, more
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incidents that come up we need to look at it it's
available. So we will take a look at that. And I do
thank you for coming forward. And as far as our
virtual precincts, never believe that the precincts are
closed. Those precincts are open. The doors are
simply locked. The officers are still available.

They still have to come to that door and talk
to you. If that phone wasn't connected to the desk the
operator did what she was supposed to in terms of
connecting you with the desk and having somebody come
out and take that formal complaint.

MR. MELVILLE: Can I say one more thing? I
didn't get the young lady's name, but whoever operator
number five was out of all this she was the only
professional person I dealt with that day representing
the Detroit Police Department.

Because the young lady could have hung up and
could have say, well, sir, you can come back. She told
me, no, stand there. As a matter of fact, hold on, let
me talk to my supervisor and see what can be done right
now, sir.

D.C. LEE: 1I'd also like you to give your
information to Officer Harris at the back, he's
standing in the back. I want to say on the record I

had a very pleasant experience with Delta yesterday
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when I flew back.
MR. MELVILLE: I just got off work.
D.C. LEE: A very pleasant experience. I

don't know if you work at Metro?

MR. MELVILLE: Yes, sir, I do.

D.C. LEE: There was a lady by the name
Brenda that helped me yesterday. Very wonderful
experience.

MR. MELVILLE: Customers service is what
we're trying to improve on, sir, so I'm glad.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: $So are we. Thank you,
again. Good afternoon.

MS. WILLIAMS: Hi, my name is Debby Williams,
and I'm a social worker. I'm hear to talk about, I
want to say first of all congratulations. Thank you
for all the Police Officers who conduct themselves 1n
an ethical manner when they're out here dealing with
the public. Okay.

I would like you guys to know, you don't have
anything to do with child protective service, but I
know when calls come out Police Officers have to escort
the social workers to protect them while they do their
job about getting children, okay.

Now, CPS has been operating under unethical

practices, falsifying documents, literally falsifying
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documents before they get to preliminary. Somebody can
call in and make a false allegation on anybody in here,
okay. And the CPS workers supposed to go in and do a
proper investigation and see i1f that child is being
abused and neglected. A lot of times people's kids
have been pulled out the home and it's no abuse
nowhere.

But what I'm here for I have talked to many
people telling me that when the Police Officers come
they don't, they'll come with the workers, they'll come
right on in the house just open the door and just come
in, don't ask the workers or anything if they have a
warrant, do they have a proper warrant to, you know,
come in their homes and stuff.

So I'm asking you guys, please, if when CPS,
you have to escort CPS, ask these ladies or men do they
have the proper warrant from juvenile hall to enter
these people's homes and not have the Police Officer
encouraging them to just come on in the house and
intimidate people and their children. Because people
make false allegations on a lot of these parents and
grandparents. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Thank you, Ms. Williams.
Good afternoon.

EVANGELIST JOHNSON: Good afternoon. My name
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is Evangelist Johnson with Unity in the Community. We
had a wonderful prayer walk around the City of Detroit.
We walked around the City County Building seven times
today praying for the City. And I'm convinced that the
walls of Jericho are going to come down from the
Mayor's Office, City Council, Police Department, and
every other area where it's affecting the people.

My concern is I was driving Downtown and
something I see frequent, I see youth from the suburbs
and I know they're from the suburbs because I've
inquired, and their skateboarding on all the
development and everything.

What I observed yesterday was the Detroit
Police Officers they didn't say anything to these youth
from the suburbs. But they were so busy looking at
some young African American youth that look like they
were just coming from school. And the kids were just
skateboard knocking on the buildings, Jjust knocking and
banging and pounding.

So my question is, is that okay that suburban
kids can come to the City of Detroit and skateboard all
through the City property and African American kids
that live in the City of Detroit can't walk home from
school without being observed, yet the suburbanite kids

are skateboarding and knocking property down, and
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I seen the Police Officers look like they
might as well just started clapping and applauding the
young kids destroying the property. I would like to
see the Police Department stop that nonsense because we
put too much money, and people in the City of Detroit
are suffering economically. We're putting too much
money in development for anyone whether it's people
from the city or suburbs to come and just destroy it,
you know.

I'm beginning to wonder was that legal
because I was just watching the Officers just like
fifteen, fifteen young people just tearing up the
property in the City. And I see this almost everyday.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Evangelist Johnson, I
know what you described could be a profile situation
and that is something that certainly is not condoned by
this Department. As it relates to the ability for you
to be skateboarding on City property I defer that for
comment from Deputy Chief Lee.

D.C. LEE: Through the Chair, as best I know
they have to put the signage up on those different
places. I don't know if it's actually illegal to do
it. If it's damaging the property I'm sure that it is.

But generally most places I've seen they put signage up
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that says you can't do it or put barriers up to
discourage it.

So without some specific places, if you can
give me some specific places or something?

EVANGELIST JOHNSON: What I'll do I'll get
your number and when I see it from this point on I will
get the specific places. If I can ask this quick
question to you, so then it would be okay if fifteen
African American youth can go in that same location
because they do have some nice little loops where they
can scoop around, can they go in that same location and
not be bothered because I see these suburbanites every
single day.

D.C. LEE: Through the Chair, without having
some specific knowledge of exactly what they're doing.
EVANGELIST JOHNSON: Well, they're
skateboarding on the property, Washington Boulevard,

for example, City County Building.

D.C. LEE: From my perspective walking,
skateboarding within the law we don't have a problem
with that.

EVANGELIST JOHNSON: Okay. Thank you.

D.C. LEE: You can give the information to
Sergeant Harris.

EVANGELIST JOHNSON: Okay. Thank you, I
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certainly will.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you. Good
afternoon.

MR. SECAL: Good afternoon. My name is Ron
Secal. There's several things I wanted to talk about.
Number one is a number of years ago, long, long time
ago actually, it's 1980, I was working in the program
in Highland Park called Community Against Crime, and
actually training people.

We would set up neighbor watch which is
happening and I was training people with the help of
the Highland Park Police in what to watch out for. We
have a suspect identification form, you know, how to
make police reports and stuff.

We did emphasize that you don't go around and
try to arrest the person themselves. We did not want
that way back then. That was the rules of the
neighborhood watch. And so we didn't want what
happened in Florida. And crime went down by
20 percent.

I'd like to volunteer to help out in Detroit.
The one thing that helped us in Highland Park was that
police had respect for the community and I hope you
deal with different complaints about when people are

not being shown respect like that last person.
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Another thing, one of the worse crimes is
crimes of respect, not just simply robbery or crime for
gain, but crimes for people. Kids feel that they're
not respected or even an adult shot a kid for looking
at them the wrong way.

We need to teach kids respect. We need to
kind of help kids learn respect and learn to respect
themselves. And I'm with the group called Respect
Month Committee and we're working with the Rosa Park
Institute. And, well, my phone number is area code
(313) --

CHAIRMAN WHITE: We wouldn't want to put your
personal information because this is public record, we
don't want to put that on record, but we'll be happy to
get your phone number following the meeting.

MR. SECAL: Okay. Thank you. And maybe we
could work with the Police and also with the schools
and certainly we'd be very interested in helping train
people in neighborhoods. I was paid for this in 1980.
I would be willing to work as a volunteer and so I'm
offering my services right now.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Sure. Mr. Secal, before you
leave, Deputy Chief, I'm sure there's a mechanism that
we can engage Mr. Secal's energy and expertise into the

fold.
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MR. SECAL: Thank you. Should I walk up to
you and give you my phone number? The man in the back,
okay. Thank you.

D.C. LEE: Sergeant Harris in the back.

MR. SECAL: Yes, the man the back. Okay.
Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Good afternoon.

MR. DIPONIO: Good afternoon. My name is
Steven DiPonio, that is D-I capital P-O-N-I-O.

I was here last week. I met with you, Deputy
Chief, about the drug dealing up and down Trumbell
Avenue in the Cork Town Neighborhood and at Greyhound
Bus Station. I tried calling you last Friday. You
were not in. And I believe an Officer Jones answered
the cell phone that day.

I called your office at 2:30 yesterday and
you were not in. Which she asked what the message was
about. I told her about the drug dealing in Cork Town.
Now, she did call me back at 2:45, 2:57, and I believe
3:13 yesterday. Now, those are the only phone calls I
have. I have not heard from Narcotics for anything.

As I told you I have a year and a half's
worth of surveillance photos that are date and time
stamped that I've taken and made with my digital

computer. And I've made three copies of them. I got a
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copy each with people that are safe and another copy
with my attorney. Nobody in law enforcement has seen
any of this stuff yet.

When do you want to look at it?

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Anything further?

MR. DIPONIO: Thank vyou.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Deputy Chief, have you
received a report back as to the status on the
information that Mr. DiPonio may have?

D.C. LEE: Yes, and I do apologize. I was
out of town when he did call my office. But I was
informed of all his information and it was forwarded to
the proper authority and we're just going to be
awaiting what their response is going to be to the
information. And I actually spent about 45 minutes
last week with him in my office.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Thank you.

MR. HANKINS: Good afternoon. My name 1f
Freddy Hankins, H-A-N-K-I-N-S, F-R-E-D-D-Y, first name.
Good afternoon to you all. I was here. I'm listening
to different ones saying in regards to what they have
to say. You know what? It disturbs me very much so
because I was born in the City of Detroit and even
having to do with the Coleman Young Administration and

how Detroit have suffered so much.
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And, you know, we were sitting here and I'm
looking at the faces on different ones smiling and what
have you, it's almost like sitting at a funeral
smiling. I'm really sorry for the fact that the City
of Detroit, the people in the City of Detroit have to
go through what they have to go through with is because
we're concerned about our titles and our positions to
the extent that we can't reach out to the people and
meet the people's needs.

And it's a sad thing. And I have suffered
many things myself. But the thing is here we're not
getting the job done. Everywhere else you go perhaps
and they talk about the suburbs and I too agree you
have a liquor store on every corner, you don't have a
drug house in every neighborhood.

You don't have people running here and there,
doing all they want to do and breaking the laws and
getting away with a lot of things. You know, you don't
have that. But here in the City of Detroit there's a
lot of things goings on. And I think what we need
here, we need people that are more concerned about the
people in Detroit more so than a paycheck, more so than
the titles and the positions.

That stuff don't mean nothing when people are

suffering and people are dying and going through what
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they're going through with when you can go home and sit
down and kick your legs up and look at your TV and get
your paycheck and everybody else is suffering.

I don't agree with that stuff. I just wish
that they have some people that stand up for the City
of Detroit and be concerned about the people that's
going through and suffering rather than sitting up with
their suit and necktie on. This stuff don't work and
it's not going to work.

And when we get through talking here and all
this is over and said and done and it's still going to
remain the same because you don't have people that's
concerned about what's going on in Detroit. I'm not
happy now whatsoever.

I had two Police Officers come out to my home
and told him about an incident that had taken place and
a bag that was left in front of my vehicle. And I
didn't know what it was. And I called them and they
came out. They talked to me. They got my name. What
happened they went over to the neighbor's house next
door and they talked to the neighbor smiling and
laughing, got in their car and pulled off. And they
told me what they was going to do. They did not do
that.

Well, I can understand when you have people
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in leadership, people in positions that can do
something about it and they don't do anything about it,
then I can understand these people are doing what
they're doing because you people need to scream. They
need to scream at these folks in position with titles.
They need to scream and find out how do you feel about
the people.

You can't just mess with people and take
advantage of people because of your position and your
titles. This is a sad thing. Something needs to done
about it.

You know, you talk about Kilpatrick and Nixon
robbed this country. Didn't do a thing. Talk about
Kilpatrick and they want to hang him because of what
they said so happened. But they knew what Nixon did
and they didn't do nothing about it.

Let's not fool ourselves. Let's get down to
business. We're not doing as we ought to do. Pray all
you want to, but if you don't do what you all do ain't
nothing going to happen. We've get to get down to
business. I don't need no response. I can walk out of
this door.

I'm not leaving Detroit. I'm going to stand
up for what I believe in. I believe it's right to do

right. I believe it's right to see about the people.
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Don't wait till preacher get robbed and everybody going

to get involved in it.

What somebody -- get robbed. I don't care if
it's a child. See about it. Do your business. Do
your job. You're placed in office. You're place in

position to do your Jjob. Do your job as you're paid to
do. Then you can go home and rest and sleep good
because you've done your job. I'm through this with.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Thank you. Good afternoon.

MR. LACY: Good afternoon. My name is Mary
Lacy, L-A-C-Y. I'm very active in my community. So I
attended the City Council Meeting last week I believe
in the evening out in the community. And I was
concerned about senior safety.

And of course Councilman James Tate and
Councilman Brown came from the Police Department and
they were sort of like referring me to the Police
Department to find out about senior safety because I
was telling them. I remember City Council, I mean City
of Detroit use to have a City Department, Senior
Department. But they was referring me here. So I
would like to talk to an Officer or someone about
senior safety.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Sure.

MS. LACY: Because there's a particular thing
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that's happened in those apartments I would like to
talk to a Officer about. And my other thing is like I
said I'm very active in the community, and I would like
to give appreciation to the Police Officers out there
in the field who have to deal with like these parades
and things.

Just like last week the electronics, 30,000,
the race coming up out on Belle Isle, and then you're
going to have the Country Hoedown. All of these I'll
be taking friends from out of town to that. A 100,000.
I think the Police Department is only about three or
4,000. So if you think about that 100,000 people from
all over the states.

So I think, like I said, it's a two-way
street. I think like in the old days they use to have
people going on tour when they go to the police station
just give them an idea what is involved. I don't know
if they have that anymore.

But do we have any young cadets anymore that
be out on these parades, out at these places? You
know, like, when we have so many thousands and
thousands of people like I say at the Country Hoedown,
100,000, all like that. Do we have any young cadets in
training anymore?

Well, that's good. Because I think having
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them out in the real world helps. But like I said, I
would like to talk to a Officer about senior safety.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Ms. Lacy, before you
leave I would think, I was thinking is it Brian Simons
who served -- so there is an Explorer Program where
young people are active within the Department. For the
large events, and I have to give accolades to our
Tactical Operations Department who do an excellent job
in covering our large scale events.

And I know that Deputy Chief, correct me if
I'm wrong, that is a scientific approach along with the
Reserve Officers as well. So we have excellent
coverage at many events that you notice that thousands
of people who have come for a number of things and have
gone without incident.

MS. LACY: Right, right.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: And part of that is due to
the due diligence of our Department. And the third
piece was senior safety and I'm going to defer to
Deputy Chief Lee because I do believe there's an
excellent person who can work with you on that.

MS. LACY: Okay. And one more thing, traffic
controllers, they was excellent. I heard they don't
have them anymore. The traffic controllers, they still

have them?
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D.C. LEE: That's going to be Brian Fountain,
the Investigator. He does an excellent presentation.
He did one for the last quarterly meeting that we had
and i1t was an excellent presentation. Just give that
information to Sergeant Harris who also will put you in
touch with your district and they can provide you some
information, as well.

MS. LACY: All right. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Thank you. Good afternoon.

MS. PANNELL: Good afternoon. Sharon
Pannell. I just wanted to let Ms. Lacy know they have
a Detroit Police Officer Citizen Academy. It's six
weeks' course. And if they want to know about what the
police does they have all entities of the different
polices to come in and everything and take them to the
gun range and take them to 911, take you on a police
ride, if you want to learn about the police.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Thank you, Ms. Pannell. Any
other communications?

MS. SMITH: Good afternoon to the one
Commissioner.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Good afternoon.

MS. SMITH: No, seriously, good afternoon to
you to, Deputy Chief. Bernice Smith, proudly belong to

the Detroit 300 and was out there doing a parade last
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night. Of course I wasn't. I was feeding the young
men.

But the fact is we're back on the battlefield
looks like, and I think we're going to have good
results within the next couple weeks because we did get
some information I understand that's very good in
regards to supplying the police on who the culprit is.

Now, I wasn't going to talk about anything.
But what we're doing in the neighborhoods because a lot
of people are really thrilled to see the 300 back in
the neighborhood. And in that particular area is very,
very criminally infested because people feel as though
they can get away with a lot of things because the
Police don't response right away.

But that young man that came in here just
now, I couldn't sit by and let him talk about you. I
mean, I talk about you because I know what I'm talking
about. All right. Brown, please, today is my
birthday. Give me a break. Come on now. I did let
him know that the Police -- and what was he doing?

See, when you come here and complain to the
Commission about what you're not doing and what are you
doing. He's a minister, I understand. And he wanted
to know was I in with you? I said, no, I will be one

of their supporters and I will be one of their critics.
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But let me ask you, what you have you done?
He stood up there and looked at me like a statue. If
he's a minister then why wasn't he out there with those
ministers last week, right? So we would like all the
ministers and their churches to get together and help
clean up this City.

My church did this past week Tabernacle
Baptist Church. They went from Dexter over to Linwood.
They cleaned up three or four blocks it was, and they
boarded up houses. And I thought this was a beautiful
project. If all the churches would do this in wvarious
neighborhoods close to their churches we would have a
hell of a city that would be cleaned up.

We don't have to depend on Bing and the rest
of the politicians, who are not doing nothing the way
they should be doing. But the fact is we got to do for
ourselves. We can't continue to blame the Police
Department, blame the Fire Department, which I'm very
upset with Mr. Hester, and what his actions was.

What kind of officer is that you going to
curse at people? Come on. You don't do this. You
show respect. But I haven't got to him yet and you
know I will call Hester and his brother up and find out
what's going on with them.

But I just want to let you know we are going
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to be helping. I mean, as far as the 300 is concerned
we will be out there helping and we're going to do all
we can to try to rid this City of all these criminals
and try and help with the Police Department.

Now, when you're wrong I will come before you
and tell you. But I do want you to know we do have
some bad Police Officers out here and we have to
chastise them and let them know don't bring their
reputation on the rest of the Officers out there. And
I just want to let you know I am 80 years old today.
The Lord has been good to me.

(Applause.)

MS. SMITH: I have been in good health so
far. As you can see nothing wrong with me yet. Maybe
I talk too much. But the fact is I've been blessed.
Truly I am blessed and I thanked the Lord this morning
when I got up. And I said, I have moved over. In
other words, I've gone from seventies to the eighties.
And I don't know where the year's gone to.

But anyway they gave me a good birthday gift
this morning and then plus the fact I was on the radio
all morning with people giving me congratulation. So I
got to brag today. So that's why I told you, Brown,
give me a break today. I'll be good next week. Thank

you so much. I appreciate it.
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CHAIRMAN WHITE: Thank you, Ms. Smith. And
we certainly wish you a very, very, happy, happy
birthday and many, many more.

MS. SMITH: I hope so.

MR. MOORE: Good afternoon to the Chair, to
our Deputy Chief, Detroit's Finest, and to the
families. My name is Edward Moore. I am the liaison
of the Honorable Kwame Kenyatta our Detroit City
Councilman, bringing warm greetings from his office.

I'd 1like to say to the Chair, and to the
Chief, and to the families, we also from the Office of
Councilman Kenyatta we want to wish Mother Bernice a
happy birthday with many, many, many, more.

And also I'm one of the troopers that she
spoke about. As the Councilman said, as long as
Detroit 300 stays within the laws he supports Detroit
300. So I'm one of the originals. I'm one of the
troopers.

And I want to say to the Commissioners and to
the Chief and to our families, as long as Detroit 300
stays within the law, Councilman Kenyatta will stand
with them. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you. Good
afternoon.

MR. STIDHAM: Good afternoon, Mr. Chair,
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Deputy Chief, Mr. Secretary. Tom Stidham. Just as a
point of clarity I was looking at the agenda it says
under Old Business, Towing Hearing. I was just
wondering what is the nature of the hearing and the
purpose of the hearing?

CHAIRMAN WHITE: You normally have a few
questions.

MR. STIDHAM: Yeah, those are my only two
questions.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: The 0ld Business of Towing
Hearing was if there was to be deliberations on
anything that was discussed as we move in this process.
There's no 0ld Business as relates to the towing
hearing process at this time. So that's why 1t may
have been viewed as kind of glossed over. 1It's just
because there's no discussion at this time.

MR. STIDHAM: Is there anticipated to be
discussion next week?

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Soon. Again, we're in the
final phases of putting together all the comments that
were shared with the Commissioners. Unfortunately what
you see here, we're unable to deliberate behind closed
doors.

MR. STIDHAM: Sure.

CHATIRMAN WHITE: So it's not as 1f we don't
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have it. The only time we have an opportunity to
discuss it is before you here. So once it has been

shared with each Commissioner individually and they
have an opportunity to look over it then we can come
here and have that discussion.

So as soon as we're able and the
Commissioners feel comfortable and they're in a
position to discuss we'll do that in this body so we
can move that process forward. But I do anticipate
without being date specific that we should try to wrap
that up this coming month here.

MR. STIDHAM: In June?

CHAIRMAN WHITE: Yes.

MR. STIDHAM: Thank vyou.

CHAIRMAN WHITE: You're welcome. Any other
communications? Any other communications? Any other
communication? Seeing none. Again, please be reminded
that the next Board of Police Commissioners Meeting
will be held Thursday, June 7th, 2012, at 3:00 p.m.,
and there's a location change to accommodate the Tigers
Game. We will meet at the Central District, at 7310
Woodward, Detroit, Michigan 48202.

There's no further business before us at this
time. I bid you to have a wonderful afternoon.

(The hearing concluded at 4:04 p.m.)
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STATE OF MICHIGAN )

COUNTY OF WAYNE )

I, Elizabeth Koller, hereby certify
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proceedings at the time and place hereinbefore set
forth; that thereafter the same was reduced to computer
transcription under my supervision; and that this is a
full, true, complete and correct transcription of said

proceedings.
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Elizabeth Koller, CSR 7042,
Notary Public,
Wayne County, Michigan

My Commission expires: June 1, 2012
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